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Tucked away, but still close 
to downtown, a world-class, 

musical gem has popped up in 
Lafayette. The Modern Tones 
Music Studios offers music in-
struction and so much more. 
 “We are unique in the Bay 
Area,” says the studio’s owner 
Jacob Light as he explains their 
objective – to make music fun for 
all and to provide guidance and 
support to help people reach their 
potential in the high-end, profes-
sional grade studio. It’s not just 
music instruction but also per-
forming, production and connec-
tion with other musicians. Their 
students are not just kids – they 
are geared to adults, too, many 
rediscovering their love of music.
 The six instructors – all pro-
fessional recording session musi-
cians – offer a fresh approach to 
music, setting monthly and quar-

terly goals for their students and 
teaching them whatever music 
sparks the students’ excitement. 
“We have a lot of requests for 
Imagine Dragons and Ed Sheer-
an,” Light notes. “We make sure 
students know all the basics. We 
tailor our instruction to the stu-
dents,” he says, adding they also 
get requests for video game mu-
sic.
 Rhythm and harmony can be 
taught with an Ed Sheeran song 
just as well as with a Bach or 
Mozart piece, says Light, who 
was classically trained but who 
enjoyed Nirvana and Green Day 
growing up. “As long as there’s 
an emotional connection with the 
song,” he adds.
 Light was born and raised in 
Israel. He has spent 25 years as 
a musician. Now settled with his 
wife and child in the East Bay, he 

says he has found a love of teach-
ing, which also allows him time 
with family instead of being on 
the road most of the time.
 This business is clearly 
Light’s dream. His passion is mu-
sic and his enthusiasm is infec-
tious. His pride in the new facility 
is obvious as he gives a tour of 
the six recording rooms.
 “The place used to be a dog-
grooming business,” he recalls as 
he explains how in May 2016 he 
completely gutted and renovated 
the space – a process that took 
roughly a year.
 The next year was spent set-
ting up the studios. He did much 
of the work himself, spending 
17-hour days working hard to en-
sure the sound would be perfect. 
He says the soldering work alone 
took over a week. All the high-
quality cabling cost thousands of 

dollars but he says that since his 
background is recording in the 
best studios in the world, his own 
studio had to be up to the same 
high standards. All the high-qual-
ity guitars available to students 
are from Light’s own personal 
collection – all worth thousands 
of dollars.
 Light is proud of each of the 
six recording rooms. Each room 
is isolated and each is acousti-
cally treated for different specifi c 
instruments or vocals, according 
to the amount of reverberation re-
quired. 
 The state-of-the-art control 
room is connected to the live 
room for whole bands or isolated 
drums, a vocal booth and three 
isolation booths set up for profes-
sional mixing and recording.
 The décor is clean and fresh. 
No detail has been overlooked al-
though Light credits his wife on 
the interior design. 
 In addition to guitar, bass, 
piano and violin, Modern Tones 
also offers instruction in song-
writing, music production and 
voice. They offer voiceover work 

and audio book recording. 
 Light says they have recently 
helped a band of 16-year-olds 
produce an E.P. of their own mu-
sic and says they helped them 
learn how to perform. All the stu-
dio’s instructors are younger, pro-
fessional musicians who know 
how to use technology and teach 
students how to use multi-track-
ing, how to promote themselves 
and how to create great YouTube 
videos. They even have an in-
house rap and hip-hop producer.
 The studio uses technology 
in all aspects of its business with 
online scheduling and automated 
reminders, streamlining the oper-
ation and keeping costs competi-
tive.
 Modern Tones Studios had its 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in May 
and is now open to the general 
public. Located behind Jack-in-
the-Box at 1018-B Almanor Lane 
in Lafayette, there is plenty of 
free parking right outside the stu-
dio.
 For more details go to https://
moderntonestudios.com/.

MOFD Funding

Regarding your June 27 article 
“MOFD projects a strong fi s-
cal year ahead.”  Kudos to the 
MOFD Board for fi nally mak-
ing the tough call to start fund-
ing the District’s under-funded 
employee retirement plans.  We 
cannot pass on this debt to our 
children and grandchildren.  
How a little district with 70 
employees can get tens of mil-
lions of dollars in debt is mind 
boggling. If it was correctly re-
ported, and I do not doubt that 
it was, that the decision to start 
signifi cantly funding the retire-
ment plans was “vilifi ed by the 
fi refi ghters and Director Kath-
leen Famulener,” then shame 
on them.  Since MOFD was 
founded 21 years ago, its (tax) 
revenues have increased to al-
most three times 1997 levels.  
Yet costs, refl ected by infl ation, 
should have less than doubled.  
Revenues adjusted by infl ation 
have increased 60 percent.  Yet 
our service has remained un-
changed.  We are served by the 

same fi ve stations and 17 re-
sponders per shift as we were 
in 1997.  All of the increase 
has gone to the employees, and 
then some (the underfunded 
retirement plans).  Our fi re-
fi ghters are great people.  They 
serve us well.  They deserve to 
be well compensated.  And ac-
cording to a 2016 survey (be-
fore the 10 percent increase 
since then), an average salary 
excluding benefi ts of $150,000 
would be considered by most 
to be well compensated.  That 
the fi refi ghters and Director 
Famulener fi ght the full fund-
ing of the retirement plans so 
that more money is available 
for higher salaries is disturbing.  
The thought of more service to 
the taxpayers and residents of 
Orinda and Moraga apparently 
is not even under consideration.  
Maybe after another 20 years.
 
Steve Cohn
Orinda

 

Lafayette City Hall

The City Council of Lafayette 
has been using General Fund 
monies to purchase property 
and then selling the property 
with all the proceeds of the sale 
being placed in a special fund 
for a new city hall.  As an ex-
ample, the Council approved 
the purchase of the old library 

for $1.97 million then sold the 
library to the Lafayette School 
District for $1.995 million with 
all the proceeds being placed 
in the special account for a 
city hall.  The GF was not re-
imbursed the $1.9 million used 
to purchase the property.  The 
use of GF monies by the coun-
cil to further its desire for a 
city hall is a disservice to the 

residents of Lafayette.  General 
Fund money should only be 
used only to service the needs/
requirements of the residents of 
Lafayette, such as road repair, 
etc.
 
Mel Epps
Lafayette
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Letters to the Editor

Modern Tones – unique recording facility opens in Lafayette 
By Pippa Fisher

The state of the art recording studios.

Students jam together at Modern Tones Music Studio. Photos provided

The Lafayette School District is currently 
seeking applicants who are active in a 

senior citizens’ organization to fi ll an open 
position on the Measure C Bond Citizens’ 

Oversight Committee. 

Applications are available on the District website at 
www.lafsd.org  or email Kathy Kessenich at 
kkesseni@lafsd.org for more information.  

You Already Know Us …
So let us help you buy a house!

If you are planning to buy a larger home, or perhaps downsize, 
or buying your 1st home, here are important tips: *Find a 
reputable lender & get pre-qualifi ed so you will know exactly 
what you can afford. * Determine what you want in your new 
home & in a neighborhood (Home: size, # rooms, lot size, 
levels etc. Neighborhood: school district, access to public 
transportation/highways, walking distances to community 
amenities). *Prioritize your MUST HAVES & determine what 

you can compromise on. *Get familiar with your target Market! 

** We can help you get stated at no cost to you, fi nd a good 
lender, help you identify target areas that meet your needs 
& set up an App on your phone that allows you to search the 
market at your leisure** Call Us Soon!

Larry Duson 415-297-2680
     larry.duson@dusonjoneshomes.com

Jeanne Jones 925-989-2262
     jeanne.jones@dusonjoneshomes.com

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions

Exceptional Service  •  No Exceptions!

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    


